
March 9, 2011 
 
Program Manager 
Office of Offshore Alternative Energy Programs 
Mail Stop 4090 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,  
   Regulation and Enforcement 
381 Elden Street 
Herndon, VA  20170 
 
 Re:   Comments on Cape Wind COP EA 
  Docket ID:  BOEM-2011-0007 
 
Dear Program Manager: 
 
The undersigned environmental, clean energy, labor, science and public health stakeholders 
appreciate this opportunity to comment in response to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 
Regulation and Enforcement’s (“BOEMRE”) Notice of Preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment for the Construction and Operations Plan (“COP”) for Cape Wind Associates, LLC’s 
130-turbine offshore wind energy project in Nantucket Sound (“Cape Wind”).   
 
Cape Wind is the nation’s first offshore wind project, and holds promise for supplying the 
equivalent of three-quarters of the electricity demand of Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard and 
Nantucket with emissions-free electricity.  Cape Wind also holds tremendous potential for 
spurring an entire sector of much-needed offshore clean energy development and concretely 
advancing the Obama Administration’s critical clean energy goals.  Further, Cape Wind is 
essential for ensuring that ambitious state-based renewable energy mandates will be met. 
 
Cape Wind has been extensively scrutinized over nearly ten years of rigorous federal and state 
environmental and permitting reviews.  In light of Cape Wind’s significant clean energy 
potential and the detailed state and federal permitting and leasing requirements geared toward 
avoiding, minimizing and mitigating impacts, the project’s benefits are expected to significantly 
outweigh its impacts.   
 
The new developments that have occurred subsequent to the last federal Environmental 
Assessment for Cape Wind largely comprise the issuance of federal permits that do not 
materially alter the project or its impact on the environment.  Likewise, the superseding 
biological opinion prepared by the National Marine Fisheries Service in the wake of increased 
sightings of North Atlantic Right Whales in 2010 reasonably concludes that the risks posed by 
Cape Wind are insignificant, and that sufficient protective measures already are in place.   
 
Accordingly, we believe the Environmental Assessment appropriately should conclude with a 
Finding of No New Significant Impact (“FONNSI”) and a determination that a supplemental EIS 
is not required.  Moreover, the Environmental Assessment should take into account the 
increasing urgency of the need to move forward with construction of Cape Wind, as well as the 
risks of any further delay – e.g., the negative impacts of prolonging our dependence on imported 
fossil fuels, delaying the substantial reductions in air pollution that Cape Wind will provide, and 
losing ground in our collective effort to build a new clean energy economy. 



 
Thank you again for this opportunity to provide comments.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sue Reid 
Vice President & Director, CLF Massachusetts  
Conservation Law Foundation 
sreid@clf.org 
 
Edward Miller 
Senior VP for Health Promotion and Public Policy 
American Lung Association of New England 
emiller@lungne.org 
 
Dawn Mays-Hardy 
State Director of Health Promotion and Public Policy 
American Lung Association of Connecticut 
dmays-hardy@lungne.org 
 
Lee Gilman 
State Director of Health Promotion and Public Policy 
American Lung Association of Maine & New Hampshire 
lgilman@lungne.org 
 
Katie King 
State Director of Health Promotion and Public Policy 
American Lung Association of Massachusetts 
kking@lungne.org 
 
Tina Ragless 
State Director of Health Promotion and Public Policy 
American Lung Association of Rhode Island 
bragless@lungne.org 
 
Rebecca Ryan 
State Director of Health Promotion and Public Policy 
American Lung Association of Vermont 
rryan@lungne.org 
 
Gerard Dhooge 
President 
Boston & New England Maritime Trades Council, AFL-CIO 
npsgjd@verizon.net 
 
Megan Amsler 
Executive Director 
Cape & Islands Self-Reliance Corp. 
megan@reliance.org 
 



Barbara Hill 
Executive Director 
Clean Power Now 
bhill@cleanpowernow.org 
 
Mark Rasmussen 
President/Buzzards Baykeeper 
The Coalition for Buzzards Bay 
Rasmussen@savebuzzardsbay.org 
 
Larry Chretien 
Executive Director 
Energy Consumers Alliance of New England 
larry@massenergy.org 
 
Rob Sargent 
Energy Program Director 
Environment America 
rsargent@environmentamerica.org 
 
Christopher Phelps 
Program Director 
Environment Connecticut 
cphelps@environmentconnecticut.org 
 
Ben Wright 
Global Warming Advocate 
Environment Massachusetts 
ben@environmentmassachusetts.org 
 
Judith Albert 
Executive Director 
Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2) 
jalbert@nrdc.org 
 
George Bachrach 
President 
Environmental League of Massachusetts 
gbachrach@environmentalleague.org 
 
Kert Davies 
Research Director 
Greenpeace US 
kert.davies@greenpeace.org 
 
Dan D'Alma 
Business Manager  
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) - Local 7  
ddalma@ibewlocal7.com 
 



Leo Miller 
Business Manager 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) - Local 96  
leo@ibewlocal96.org 
 
Marty Aikens 
Business Manager 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) - Local 103 
Marty@ibew103.com 
 
Jack Clarke 
Director of Public Policy & Government Relations  
Mass Audubon  
jclarke@massaudubon.org 
 
Rob Garrity 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Climate Action Network 
rob.garrity@massclimateaction.net 
 
Catherine Bowes 
Senior Policy Representative 
National Wildlife Federation 
bowes@nwf.org 
 
Kit Kennedy 
Counsel – Air and Energy Program 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
kkennedy@nrdc.org 
 
Peter Rothstein 
President 
New England Clean Energy Council 
prothstein@cleanenergycouncil.org 
 
Tedd Saunders 
Chief Sustainability Officer 
The Saunders Hotel Group 
TSaunders@EcoLogical-Solutions.net 
 
John Rogers 
Senior Energy Analyst/Advocate 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
JRogers@ucsusa.org 
 
Dr. George M. Woodwell 
Director Emeritus 
The Woods Hole Research Center 
gmwoodwell@whrc.org 


